
ACCESS
Christchurch International Airport is the major international gateway 
into the South Island and is located 12km north-west of the city centre. 
Business and incentive visitors can travel from the airport to the city 
by taxi, shuttle, rental car, or public bus.
International flights operate to and from four Australian destinations 
- Brisbane, Gold Coast, Sydney and Melbourne - as well as other  
international locations including Seoul, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur,  
Fiji (June to October) and Rarotonga.
Extensive domestic services offer several flights daily linking all 
major cities and many smaller towns across New Zealand. 

GETTING AROUND
Christchurch’s network of shuttles, taxis and public buses makes it 
easy for visitors to travel between the airport, accommodation, event 
venues and city attractions. For those travelling outside the city 
limits, luxury coach companies can organise coach tours to popular 
nearby destinations, such as Akaroa, the Waipara wine region, and 
the alpine town of Hanmer Springs.

ACCOMMODATION
An earthquake on 22 February 2011 has had an impact on  
accommodation within the central city, but there is still plenty 
of places to stay and full accommodation services can be found 
throughout the remainder of Canterbury.

VENUES
Christchurch has a variety of flexible meeting and event venues, 
from multi-purpose sports and exhibition spaces to unique venues 
ideal for themed events. 
The city’s largest indoor venue is the CBS Canterbury Arena.  
Located in the shopping hub of Addington, 15 minutes’ from 
Christchurch International Airport, CBS Canterbury Arena can host 
and deliver an outstanding gala dinner experience for up to 2,500 
guests or cater for smaller groups in its many corporate rooms.
Other popular event venues in Christchurch include the Air Force 
Museum, and the International Antarctic Centre, each capable of 
catering for groups of up to 600 people. Both are brilliant venues  
for gala dinners offering unique theming opportunities
Many of Christchurch’s top venues feature the latest technology and 
amenities, with state of the art audio visual equipment and enticing 
food and beverage offerings.

Christchurch offers experiences for all tastes, from golf and hot air ballooning to punting 
on the Avon River or relaxing in its stunning Botanic Gardens. The wider Canterbury 
region provides opportunities for everything from scenic flights, skiing and jet boating to 
whale watching, wine tasting and iconic train journeys.
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SAMPLE award winning wine on a vineyard tour to the 
Waipara region, 40 minutes’ drive from Christchurch, to taste the 
region’s excellent Chardonnay and Pinot Noir.

SKI or snowboard at one of the 10 ski fields in Canterbury during 
winter. Mt Hutt, the largest ski field in the region, is 20 minutes’ 
drive from Methven or 90 minutes’ drive from Christchurch.

SOAR high above Christchurch by hot air balloon. See the 
sun rise over the city and surrounding farmland. Flights also operate 
from the nearby town of Methven. 

CLIMB aboard The TranzAlpine, one of the six top train 
journeys of the world, to experience the stunning scenery of the 
Southern Alps. The journey takes people between Christchurch  
and Greymouth.

UNWIND in natural hot pools in the alpine village of 
Hanmer Springs, 90 minutes’ drive north of Christchurch. Visitors 
can also play golf, or hike and mountain bike in the nearby forest trails.

DINE, shop or just relax in the French-inspired seaside settlement 
of Akaroa, southeast of Christchurch. Visitors can experience  
swimming with the world’s smallest dolphin; the Hector’s dolphin, 
which can only be found in the Canterbury region.

PRACTISE your swing at one of the 60 golf courses 
around Christchurch and Canterbury, including the beautiful 
Pegasus Golf Course, home to the New Zealand Women’s Open. 
The international courses at Clearwater Golf Resort and Terrace 
Downs High Country Resort offer a great day out for business and 
incentive travellers.

ENJOY a magnificent scenic flight over Christchurch, 
nearby Pacific Ocean beaches and the harbours and hills of Banks 
Peninsula or be delivered into a pristine alpine or forest wilderness 
environment for fishing, hunting, hiking or enjoying the hospitality 
in a luxury retreat.

BE AMAZED at the diverse range of wildlife in 
Kaikoura, two and a half hours’ drive north of Christchurch. It’s the 
perfect place to go swimming with dolphins or seals or do some 
whale watching.

TRAVEL west to explore New Zealand’s highest mountain, 
Mount Cook Aoraki, and the lakeside township of Tekapo. Get up 
close and personal with the Tasman Glacier on a Glacier Explorers 
tour, or visit Tekapo’s Alpine Springs to bathe in luxurious hot pools.

Canterbury offers many memorable incentive travel options.

MEMORABLE INCENTIVE OPTIONS

There’s plenty to see and experience within Canterbury and 
the surrounding regions before or after a conference.

PRE AND POST TOURING OPTIONS

For more information please go to: 
businessevents.newzealand.com
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This itinerary is just a sample of the kind of incentive experiences you 
can have in New Zealand. For a customised itinerary find an expert 
incentive operator at businessevents.newzealand.com

Day ONE
Sightseeing on the Avon Start your day with a stroll through the 
Christchurch Botanic Gardens on the banks of the Avon River. Christchurch is known 
as The Garden City and its botanic gardens are home to one of the finest assortment  
of native and exotic plants in New Zealand. If you would rather get out on the water,  
you can hire a traditional water gondola at the nearby Antigua Boat sheds and glide 
down the river in luxury.

Lunch on the river Enjoy lunch at a café overlooking the Avon River  
or a peaceful meal under one of the many weeping willows on the river’s banks. 

experience the Arctic Spend the afternoon at the International Antarctic 
Centre. You will be welcomed to a world of snow, penguins, light shows and  
all-terrain Hagglund vehicle rides. Round the day off with an ice cold cocktail  
from the bar.

Day ThrEE
Adventure Venture into the nearby Waiau Gorge for a morning of excitement. 
Thrillseekers Adventures specialises in jet boating, white water rafting, bungy jumping 
and mountain biking experiences for incentive groups visiting the Waiau Gorge area.

Golf at Pegasus Board a luxury coach back to Christchurch for an afternoon  
at the Pegasus Golf and Sports Club. The club’s 18-hole championship course is set  
near the foothills of the magnificent Southern Alps and offers a great mix of 
challenging holes and stunning scenery. There’s a driving range, tennis court  
and café and bar on-site.

round off the day Complete your time in Canterbury with a delicious meal and 
a few drinks at one of the many restaurants and bars in and around Christchurch city. 
Experience one of the city’s ‘pop up’ venues at Revival Bar – a unique venue made from 
shipping containers and suitcases.

Day TWO
Winery tours Head north to the wine region of Waipara. Spend the morning  
on a wine tour sampling the valley’s famed Pinot Noirs and Rieslings, before lingering 
over a long al fresco lunch at an award winning winery restaurant in the area.

Alpine Spa Village Continue to the alpine spa village of Hanmer Springs and 
spend the afternoon relaxing in the natural thermal pools or indulge in a spa treatment.
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